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and garlands of roses (for those who can get them), till
the gloomy unknown takes everything away. The
ancient Egyptians seem, indeed, to have taken what one
would term a rather "Epicurean" view of life.14

On the other hand, there are Plutarch (Sept. Sap.
Conviv.1*) and Sir J. G-. Wilkinson (Bawlinson's History
of Herodotus, third edition, London, 1875, vol. 2, p. 130),
who suggest that the original purpose was to teach men
" to love one another, and to avoid those evils which tend
to make them consider life too long when in reality it is
too short." Analogously, in the 90th Psalm (ver. 12) and
in Ecclesiasticus (ch xxviii. 6) we have passages (already
quoted) advising mindfulness of death, so that men shall
"be wise and cease from enmity

That a degraded Epicureanism existed in Roman
times is well shown by certain gems (to which I shall
afterwards refer) engraved with " skeleton and wine-jar "
devices, and likewise by the design on two magnificent
Graeco-Koman silver wine-cups,16 forming part of the
"Boscoreale treasure" in the Louvre Museum at Paris,
and supposed to date from the first century of the
Christian era (see Fig. 1). These cups belong to a period
when the philosophy of Epicurus was popularly supposed
to advocate devotion to sensual pleasures.

11 Vide A. E. P. Weigall, "The Temperament of the Ancient
Egyptians," Blackwood's Magazine, July, 1908, p. 58.

15 Plutarch, in his Septem Sapientium Conviwum (c 2), says that
the Egyptian custom of introducing a skeleton at their banquets and
reminding their guests that they also would soon die, tended to incite
them, not to drunkenness and sensual pleasure, but to mutual friend-
ship, deterring them from wasting their short span of life in wicked-
ness. In De Iside et Osinde (c. 17), Plutarch again refers to the same
Egyptian custom.

1(3 For beautiful illustrations of these cups, see A. H6ron de ViUe-
fosse, " Le Tresor de Boscoreale," Monuments et Memoirs (Fondation
Eugene Piot), Pans, vol. v., 1S99, PL vii. and PL vm.